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By W. A. PHELON.

tSTNOPSIS OP PRECEDING CHAFXE&11

'The MCTrti of the United. SUlta ara Taring tBT

teriootly stolen by other countries, -

ur rf nj Jmporfaoca- - U 31tj teen and U
rmtcntf deciphered t fortta inters.!. Semal
different ciphers tad been arranrrd toy eiperts, bat
aenrta tt farricQ coanttiea alwaja mamsed to fiad
oat their roctenta,

Harry Brockett, a drrk in Chief Wittina office
is summoDed by tb chief oo a tririal matter; and
as he fa about to, Ifa to the offlc aemal papers
flrop out ct hU pocket Mr PtakwcJI plcta taer
up and la looking them cTtr fleds that they con-

tain a cipher
Crockett cipher earns him a coxnetf to Trader

a aerriee to his country and he baa been assigned
10 an unpertant diplomatic errand.

Arrfftrff at Gen, Cole a offer Harry Brockett tsd
bis Oibsn friend are intnuted. vith an Important

to the City of Mexico.
The bon take quarters In a. Chicapi hotel, and

Axaim the tdfiht thr tcrMict is stolen Tbry
find that the Baron tea secured control of tfca
botcL In an eating rUee Brockett and bolsoo
act next to a big cota-r- man, who toteos tha
stolen message on the t.ble A right enacts, ana
tha boys vske up in a police station. As they
are about to be allowed to go a message from
the chief rents throneh the window

Brorkett and Solano accompanied by two n

go in search of the big colored man, acd tho
bcji enter- bop jcJnt Zn the nest bank they hear
tbf colored sunt talking.

The big colored fellow has a fight ih the Jap,
and Offlcers Hcgan and Flynn enter iba room.
They 2nd the stolen cipher on Big Sam.

The boys take a train for Texas, and it pulls
Into Uttlo Rode Ark a sheriff enters the car and
ermts the boys, raying that the chief of police of
Okseo wired htm on complaint cf Baron Zolleru.

BrsVing away from the shrriH, the boys run
through the country throwing the bloodhounds cJt

track ty using red pcpinr As they craw near
the station, tho real sheriff ftor them t

Barcn ZoUern. Pbotcgranhs are taVrn of tha
torona rapcr-- and- the boys board a train fcr
Texas,

CHAPTER XXV.

It docn t take lone for a crowd of
husk) athletes to traverse the distance
between the home plate and center field
As Brockett disappeared behind the mes
qu te half a dozen ball plajcrs with a
toll of surprise and rage dashed across
the diamond It nas less than half
minute before they reached the point
where the lassoed )oungster had last
been h.ut all that the found was
Brockett himself still mixed up with the
colls of a lariat his shirt halt torn off
the waistband of his trousers ripped, and

is packets inside out Ills assailants.
whoever the) might hate been, had van- -

into the chaparral and the crack
ling of the underbrush gate evidence that
thev were rapldl widening the distance
between themselves and the avenging
civalrv

What vi as it" Who roped Jou
Krt ou hurt" the plajers thorued,

is ihe picked up the rumpled but un-
injured center fielder Brockett, freed

om the tangling rope shook himself,
made Jn effort to readjust his torn clotti
ng and then sat down on the grass,

rocking with laughter
I m not hurt, he explained between

st aMns of merriment, but I think some
bod feelings will be injured Some--
lod i going to be badl stung

our elt is gone' cried Solano
That s the best part of it.'

,i.rs1rd Brockett. Half an hour before
thr gam not wishing to be too heavily

cighted I took my monei my pack'
ett. of letters everything of an 'value
or am weight ana placed them In
safe at headquarters. The captain of
Lompanj y nxed It an up for me. That
took two or three pounds and a lot of
uuik orr in waist, and gate me a chance
t work more free YVhoevrr lassoed
me wanted mj belt They jerked me in
amonj, the bushes flung me on m) fa--

and went through me in less than five
xemnd time Ynd the got the best, the
got the belt and ran ana) with it
lirwkctt again collapsed with Uughter

Tudn t ou ee them at all, m bo
o es ioned the chaplain

No sir Brockett replied "Thc
xrked me In here 10 fast I had no

lian'-- to turn and then laid me face
downward so that I couldn t see them
The didn t even speak but robbed me
and were gone before I could cen roll

ver and look after them It was finely
e Just the wa the wild West melo-

dramas used to hae the Mexican
lasso, the heroic cowbo '

Dion t the get an thing besides the
belt" asked Solano

Yes the did And again Brockett
was rontulsed Thev got a nice set ofl
nonsensical messages and faked ciphers
that I put in four hours constructing on
the train I hope they get rich with
their plunder

An old trooper a veteran of the plains,
had pushed a short distance into the
chaparral while this conversation was
going on He now returned shaking his
grizzled head

There was three of 'cm sir he re-
ported to the captain of Company C
Two was Mexicans one a cheap fellow

that didn't amount to mucli, and the
other a aqucro, with new, high heeled
shoes and a new black velveteen jacket
Ills arm caught on some thorns, sir, and
hercs a bit of the goods. The third
one was a little man at least his feet
were ver small and he wore regular clt
shoes Thats all the trail tells, sir I
suppose they had horses the other side
of this and are a long ways from
hero by now

Six troopers rode out. beating the chap-
arral, but with little hope of overtaking
tho lasso throwers The triumphant com-
mon citizens and the defeated cavalry
returned to camp exchanging much per-
siflage, and mapping ont the preliminaries
for the third game of the series. Brockett
and Solano, assigned to a comfortable
tent, started a debate as to the Identity
01 tneir latest adversary

"Tho fact that beovas a small man,
leaving a small track," said Solano,
'seems to Indicate that onr Japanese
xnena swam out or the North River.
Doesn't It look that wiy?"

"It surely does," assented Brockett' Still, the German baron may have a
few small men as his confederates. That
would be possible, wouldn't It"

"The baron Is still locked up at Little
jiocK. oDjected soiano "He would hava
considerable difficulty in directing any
operations from the cell where we last
saw nun. 1 can t Bte any one in this but
the gentle Jap Can jouT

'It appears to be some or his .playful
doings" said Brockett "He has kept
himself wen under cover, though. Tho of-
ficers who keep their eyes and ears open

all tell me that no Japanese gentlemen
have been seen In this vicinity "

Solano smiled significantly "That may
be but did It over occur to ioxt thatthe average Chinaman looks very much
Tike the avcage Japanese? And thereare quits a few Chinamen alone theliver, so Tm told."

The boys I00W out of the tent andgazed upon the dreary panorama of
brush, rock, sand, and turbid river. Then,
smitten with the pangs of excellent appe-
tites and remembering an Invitation to
the eating place of the war correspond-
ents, they stepped over the threshold. A
Mexican, jjoorly clad, miserable of ap
pearance, intercepted mem.

I beg pardon, senores."
"Tell It In Spanish, if you can't In Eng-

lish." said .Solano, amiably. The llexi-ca- n

at once, started a brief, but energetic
oration In the Castlllan tongue, and
wound up by pressing a soiled piece of
cardboard into Solano a hand. Then, bow-
ing with true native dignity, ho turfled
and seemed swallowed up in the brown
earth only a few yards awa).

" He says," Interpreted Solano, thatha was a poor peon, very much In debt;
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that he had saved a and
took a gambling chance by stak-
lrg It on the ball game-- bays he got five
to one for his money He.sa3 that the
catch ou made saved him, that he can
now not onlj pa) off his debt, but that
he will bo quite a rich man for Mexico.
Just to express his gratitude he also says
that his brother Juan Torrcjon, is a very
noted bad man on the Mexican side of the
river, and that If we should ever encoun
ter Mr Torrejon the card he has Just
handed me will recommend us quite high--
1 to .bis good graces. "Very civilized of
the gentleman, lsn t lt

You ncv er can tell. That card may be
more than useful jet Lets hum along
to supper

CHAPTER XXVI

CoL Lewi under whose command both
Hie Fourth and Sixth cavalry were tem-

porarily guarding the border, was a sol-

dier of the old school, white of mustache
and hair, erect and statel despite his
sixt 5 ears and more, and possessed of
but one great grievance in life that wars
did not happen often enough to really
keep him bus As a boy he had blown a
buglo when the ver regiments he now
commanded Bwept Into the fignt at the
battles of tho Shenandoah Vallc The
war over, be had been sent to AY est Point
to put the finishing polish upon an edu-

cation .Acquired, in actual campaigning
Graduating in IKS, he had fought Sioux,
Cheennrs Oomanches and Apaches, he
battled in twent) fatatcs nnd received
five wounds in action. In 1RSS lie served
conspicuousl) at San Juan Hill, then,
transferred to the Philippines, he won
honors- - and promotions In Luzon and
Saruar The old gentleman was nbw
commanding two whole regiments aod.1
two batteries of lislit artillery the ;arc-e- st

force ever assembled under his, per-

sonal direction Counting In the stormy
das of his bugling boyhood, CoL Lewis
must have taken part la SCO fights, and
)et he was unsatisfied

Confound It all," he growled to his
oung ald, 'there was a Roman once I

forget his name, but I read about him
at the Point who took part In 1 000 bat-
tles and personalis killed 1 COO barbarians.
That fellow had some enjomcnt out of
his life In his time there was fighting
to be done, real lighting coming to jou
all the time, and Jou didn t have to sit
around doing nothing or watching a

old river for fear somebody might
declare himself In on some graft that the
other fellow had bare! overlooked Those
were the happy da)s. joung men, those
were the happy days'

The colonel, having Just returned from
San Antonio to the cavalr) camp be-
low El Paso was In a grumpy mood.
somewhat augmented by memories of
the times when he tad fought three bat
tles with the Llpan Indians not ilftv
miles from his present location

"There's one th'ng." he (crumbled. that
I deepl regret about those fights with
me Lipans. 1 Kiuea too manv of em.q
and scared the rest awa) If I had gone

little slow about It and not played
hog, they might have lasted till the
present time, and I might go right out
this morning and chae them over the
river Well, Conroy, w hat do J ou wanf"

The old trooper saluted. ' Couple of
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) oung fellows to see you, colonl They've
been here two days waiting for you, sir.
Blamed 'good ball players, too, both of
'em."

' YYTiat the blazes do I care abotit their
ball playing? Tell 'em to cyme In, and
show their excuse for living'"

Brockett nnd Solano, two handsome,
athletic youngsters, somewhat fra)ed as
to dress, saluted the old warhorse with
becoming gravity. Brockett drew from
his clothing a flat package, and handed
it to the colonel, who received it with
a quizzical smile.

'Never mind any explanations," said
the old soldier 'I have been given a
little advance explanations concerning
you. You are the secret service messen-
gers who were to bring me certain orders
and Instructions In a cipher that no for-
eign spy could translate without tho aid
of a chisel. It ou got through and
brought me the papers safely, I was to
learn the confounded cipher, and adopt
It for future correspondence. If you didn't
get through I was. to report the fact
with deep regrets. Correct, Isn't It?"

"res. colonel "
"Have much trouble getting hero'"
"A trifle, colore! "
The old fellow chuckled "A trifle, eh?

1 11 bet it was "more than a trifle Good
game boys, both of ou. This package
contains orders that may mean a lot to
our general foreign policy, and at least
two governments that I could mention
would clrc a good deal ta get the key
Tell ma about your trip, and what they
triea to-- ao to )ou.-Th-

boys, thus encouraged, told the
veteran the full details of their Journey,
while the old man alternately laughed
and stormed. Yhen the recital was fin
ished, CoL Lewis shook hands with them
heartil), and the )oungstera knew that
the grim old hero- - was their friend for
life

111 have to devote my attention to
this cipher code of jours for tho next
two hours," said the colonel "You bos
will mess with me I hope"'

"Ye must be on our way as quickly as
poslb!e" Brockett negatived. 'There Is
stm some margin In our time limit butve would like to round up everything
as rapldl) as possible After delivering
these papers to )OU, our orders take
us to the Rancho "sosal on the other
side or the Rio Grande'

"Rancho Nopal, eh" and the colonels
evebrows were raised In surprise and
Interrogation Message to Gomez

I suppose""'
"les, coloneL"

You know who Gomez Et"al may be
of course"

"Iso. sir YY dldnt find out anything
about him All we know is that we are
to deliver him a message, and that was
all we cared to krow"

The colonel beamed with appreciation
" You bos will make good Midlers jet

The first essential of a good soldier Is to
obe) orders without asking questions, and.
that I see jou have already learned to
do Uudcr the circumstances I think I
will give you 1 little Information con
cerning Gomez Estcral it may help jou
to realize me importance of your final
mission "

The bojs sat down and hitched their
clialrs near the colonel who spoke in a
low, tmpresslve tone, while his young
hearers falrl gasped at the revelations
that were no unfolded to their attentive
ear

"RnmM Tstiral 1.9M Cl Tknrl. I.
probably the brainiest and most am j

bltlous man between the Rio Grande,
and Cape Horn His plans are bound- - '

less, his talents those of a Napoleon
YY hen Diaz was overthrown onlj a
few months ago Gomez Lateral hoped
to gain a high place In the new gov-
ernment

t

of Mexico a position that
would serve as a stepping tone In his
ambitions. Disappointed In this he
has been raising men for a new revo
lutlon. and the fighting which has al
read taken place between his men nnd
the government forces has furnished
the excuse for the cavalry s being- sta-
tioned on the river, exact!) as was the
case when the Insurrection against
Forflrlo Diaz broke out

"If Gomez Esteral and the Mexican
government were simply fighting out
their troubles to a finish, there would
be no special activit). either on the
part of the 1 nlted States or of anv
foreign powers. You probably thought
it a little singular didn t jou that
there should be such a marked Interest
shown In )our messages and cipher
coae' or course jou did If It had
been merelv a case of guarding a fron-
tier, or maintaining an even break be
tween the Mexican factions, nclthc
Germany nor Japan would have cared

hoot In Halifax about you or the
documents with which you had been
Intrusted "

It docs look that wai. colonel ' as
sented the wondering Solano.

' It so happen., however, ' resumed
the colonel, that the situation Is one
of far greater Importance than a mere
frontier campaign of Idleness and schem- -
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ng. Gomez Esteral has much greater
ambitions than even the presldeno of
Mexico He has for years been planning.
Plotting, worklnc a net of fine wire- -

U the way from Sonora lo Chile, and
nts plans are nearly ripe tsome plans,
too. believe me, lads."

hat are the gentleman s ambltiors""
questioned the eager-face-d Brockett
' oes h, wish to be .an emperor'"

Perhaps." smiled the colonel, out mat
would be merely an iniWentaL domes

a confederation, of afl ths
nations, wim a united

front and a central government himself,
of course, toJe the head nnd that united
confederation Is to offer Its tremendous
strength to tho highest bidder, whether
that bidder be Japan or Germany, or
an alliance against the United States
and the conquest of the nation"

CHAPTEB XXVII.

The bovs sat d for several
minutes, while the colonel s fierce old
e)es twinkled above them. Then So
lano spoke, slow!) measuring his words.

' Has Lsteral made much progress
with his plans"

' Ye W onderful progress. The
in near!) every nation have

accepted his propaganda bllndl) They

truBjr.'
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honestly believe that the United States,
land hungry eager for conquest Intends
sooner or later to annex and colonize the
whole world of Mexico Central and
fcouth America Once President of Mex-
ico Estcral would consolidate his em-
pire of mutual defense and vested rights
In less than two jears. Then he would
sell his alliance to Japan or Germany
Both are eager lo gain his friendship,
and both are making him tremendous
offers He - financing his revolution
with and German gold Jap-
anese and German spies swarm all over
this country, bribing, scheming, working
to gain the secrets of defense and mlll-ta- rj

pollc) Japanese and German
agents also trj to block ever) avenue by
which certain messages could be con- -
ve)cd to Gomez Esteral. If those mes
sages reach him I lielleve his dreams will
be shocked into sudden awakening, and
a great lightwill burst upon him."

"How how" do you mean, colonel"'
Brockett questioned

Because ' and the old soldier's words
falrl) burned their wa) through the
very souls of his young auditors ' be-
cause both Japan and Germany have
every plan arranged b) which Lsteral u
to bo deceived, betrayed, and made a
catspaw Germany proposes. If the United
States is crippled, to seize upon Brazil
and make-I-t the home of Prussia's over
flowing millions. Japan already counts
Upon Sonora and Lower California as
part of the Pacific empire which the
Mikado is to rule These schomes are
all matured, and tho execution of the
plans would be commenced as soon aa the
war was over. In other words, Gomez
EsteraL dreaming of & great Latin na-
tion, is to bo awakened by the shock of
finding himself the tool of a great

conspiracy, and his
nation the prey of Germany or of

Japan "
"And," asked Solano, eagerly, "how do

Wc figure In this drama of the nations'"
"You have quite a part to play," said

the pld soldier "If I am not mistaken,
the. packet which you carry to Gomez
Esteral contains not only the cipher code,
and messages from the United States to
ivsieraL but absolutely lrrerutaDie proofs
of the Japanese and German treachery
proois made out in me cipner code, but
fully convincing to any man of ordinary
iiuciugence. .sierai. i inins, is a man
of rather more than ordlnsrj brains, and
the evidence that will bo set before him
will give htm a sudden shock and a com.
plete awakening"

I think I can understand now." um
Brockett, "why so many attempts were
inaao 10 roD us on me roaa

Exactly," concurred the. coloneL "And
now, boys, I have something else I in
trust to your keeping a little addition
to tha messages you must give Gomes
EsteraL Here are- - some papers taken
from your friend. Baron Zollern papers
which were sent to .me from Little Rock!
with, instructions to give them to jou as
soon as ou reached me. Thev wUl pret--

teral is concerned as they contain notice
to Baron Zollern that he will be appoint-
ed governor of a Brazll'an province when
everything haa been proPM"'J' adjusted
Rather foolish of the Kaiser, don t
think? However tliat may be. here's ihe
documents. Add. them to whatever y0u
already havo In stock for Gomes EsteraL
and start for Rancho Nocal whenever yon
feel so disposed. I can't even send a
eavalrv .sort across the river with yon

Esteral would talc to the high crass If
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he saw a solitary trooper approaching
You will have to look out for yourselves
and for the safety of your letters."

Under the, rich light of the. Mexican
moon, two young horsemen rode the
trail that leads to Rancho KogaL Bothboys could ride fairly welL though nei-
ther could lay claim to the skill of a
cowboy, am the thoushtful old colonel
had provided them with mounts. "Ifyou can stick on your horses." said he,
"It will shorten the distance to the Ran-
cho, and Tnay also carry you out at dan-
cer If anybody stops you on the way."
JVeir provided with, directions, and with
heavy cavalry revolvers buckled at their
hips. the. messengers set out on .the iait
stage of thel-- Journey in royal spirits.
Six, troopers saw them safe-- across the
Rio Grande, and dismissed them with
waving of hats and urgent requests to
be back In time for the deciding ball
Same The group of friendly horsemen
faded into specters and then blended
with the night, dark stretches- of shad-
owy chaparral advanced Its gloom In con
test with the bright rajs ot the moon
and tile boys, bearing missives whose
vast importance they had never known
till that same dav. rode onward through
the dusk, mile after mile. They expect
ed to make TJancho Nogat about day
break. If all went smoothlv but the prog
ress of these youngsters, somehow or
other, never seemed to have much
smoothness anywhere along the line.

Perhaps ten miles from tl e river, they
encountered a slight rise.' In the road,
and walked their horses slowly up the
grade. Sudenl). as the moonra)s fell
upon the summit of the incline, a soli-
tary horseman loomed up, huge and
menarlne In the shadows Silent grim
nnd somber, lie sat his horse MO feet
bejond. and seemed patiently to await
their coming

' I don t like th looks of that fellow,"
whispered Brockett as they neared the
silent stranger

' He doesn t look cspeclall) good to
me. cither." replied Solano. 'Still there
are two of us and there s only one of
hlrr- -I m mistaken He Is distinct!
pluraL"

Three other mounted figures ranged up
beside the first one. all equally grim and
menacing In the moonlight Brockett
half turned his horses head Too late
for a retreat five more of the silent
horsemen were-- slowly walking their
mounts from the direction ot the river
For one moment the messengers baited.

an.l then mnvr1 forward to -
ward the watchers at the summit of the
hill Perhaps SCO feet farther on. they
came upon ti cross road a mere thread of
a trail breaking forth from denie under-
growth and midnight Jungle Instant!)
Brockett wheeled and plunged Into the

trail while Solano followed
The) drove their horses to a gallop and
as the) started on the dash for safet)
the silent horsemen both before and be-

hind the fugitives came charging after
The) gave no cr) they voiced no input
or threat but the clatter of the hoofs
and the clanging ot accouterments made
wild discord on the evening air Down
the thread-lik- e trail, straining every
nerve to Increase their horses speed, fled
the messengers and. fast closing up the
distance, the nine pursuing riders sped
along behind

CHAPTER XXVm.

There was little chance for the fugi-

tives even had their lead been twice as
long, for the Inexperienced rider has
small show against the man who has
lived from childhood In the saddle It
was only a few minutes before the grim
pursuers overhauled them, swept along
side and checked their horses by strong
hands upon the bridle Solano drew his
revolver, and then quickly realizing the
helplessness of his situation, calml) re
turned It to Its resting Place Brockett
drove his right fist. Ylciouslv into the
face of the nearest rider, but "" wrap-
ped round with powerful arms before he
could strike a second blow Then the
cavalcade escorting the prisoners, tum- -

rode out of the little crossroad, and
trotted slowl) up the bllL Descending
the farther slope, the) rode on In the
same dead silence for perhaps an hour
Coming to a thicket beside the road.
they wheeled Into Its dark stretches.
threaded their way along a narrow track
In single file, and emerged upon a clear-
ing In which a lamp-flr- e blazed brightly

hlle some lift) men were lounging round
the flames A sentry s challenge was
given and answered the horsemen dis-
mounted plrrtted their horses, and as-
sisted the prisoners to the ground

A big. supcrSl) molded fellow stand-
ing some ten feet from the flames.
seemed to be In full authority, and the
boys were led toward him when he
waved his hand R chly dressed, heav-
ily armed, the firelight playing over
his dark, fierce countenance he looked
the part of the operatic villain or the
musical brigand Receiving the boja
with u smile that showed his big
strong white teeth In thorough Roose
velt fashion he motioned them to seats
upon two huge Mexican saddles near
b), he himself remaining standing

I splk but ver poor Englees," ho
apgloglzed "You one of vou splk
Spanish si"

bolano promptl) took up the conver
sation, interpreting sentence by sen
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tence to Crockett, who sat calmly by.
occasionally Interposing- pointed com-

ments which the Cuban rapidly, trans
lated to their captor

"I am glad to meet you two young
caDareros." ran the suave speech of
the big brigand, smiles rippling
through his words here are rea
sons for my pleasure In making jour
acquaintance The fact Is. caballeros.
that two gentlemen not one, but two,
such Is my uncommon good fortune-h- ave

made me great offers for your
capture or, rather, for certain docu-
ments, letters or messages which you
bear concealed upon jou. These mes-
sages. If I understand rightly, are ad-

dressed to Gomez Esteral, wl o makes
his headquarters at the Rancho No-
gs!, and It appears to- be of great In-

terest to these two gentlemen that the
documents should never reach him Do
I state the case correctly'"

"Ask him" Brockett cut In, "If he
has any objections to telling us who
the gentlemen ot such liberality may
be

'Not In the least, the brigand an-
swered, amicably "In fact as jou
will doubtless meet them both

ion might as well receive your In-

formation In advance One of them is
a German. Ills name is quite difficult I

tor a Mexican to speak, out ne is a ver)
bTg man. Vlth, apparently, a. violent
temper The other Is a Japanese, and,
I rrgre to say his name Is also among
the impossibilities

"Are these two in alliance, then"
Brockett demanded The big man smiled
sweetly and shook his hesd emphati-
cally

No caballeros no That Is the best
part of the whole thing A drama, a
pla). Is It not I leasn from these two
gentlemen, that while tbey are very
good friends, and have worked fn com-
mon at times to run jou down that
tach now desires th sole, exclusive pos-
session of the papers addressed to Gomez
EsteraL Each wishes me to secure these
papers turn them qver to him. and
fend off the other with some wild tale
of failure Carramba but these diplo-
mats must be d prevaricators'
Of course, I taxed each ot them

In advance and there now re-
poses In m) sash, callaberos. 5,000 good
American dollars from each one of
them

'How do vou propo'e to deal with
them and with us" asked Solano

I fcarN smiled the brigand, engag-
ingly. that the problem of dealing with
you two is very simple. I cannot permit
you to resume jour journey, for Gomez
Esteral has a long arm and a violent
disposition He would inquire most
scarchlnsly into the stoppage and rob
ber) ot any messengers bearing docu-
ments addressed to him. It seems to me
that I cannot let j ou turn back to the i
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Rio Grande, either. lest your colonel
make complaint to thev rurales. who
would soon swoop down vpon mc. No.
no It grieves me extremely, young men.
but I fear that you must die As to th
paper1 I may auction them to the high-
est bidder However, do not let these
things distress you before
You s"iall be well treated while with me,
on the word of Juan T"orreJon""

Solano sprang up from his saddle-cha- ir

"You are Juan Torrejpn" he demand1!".
"Wholly at your service, xaballero

Juan Torrejon. humble captain of a
little band that Is for (he revolution

for the government
and always, at all times, for Juan

Torrejon. Tou have heard my name"
'Harry, give mo the card that Mex-

ican, handed you" And Solano quickly
transferred the card, written by Torre-
jon a grateful brother to the clutches
jof the robber chief Juan Torrejon
read the words thereon written, and
Deemed to meditate for a few minutes.
Then he burst Into a ringing laugh,
and slapped a heavy hand upon the
shoulders of each prisoner

Fortunate doubly fortunate were
jou caballeros, that you rendered this
kindness to the brother ot Juan Torre
jon' I, myself, knew not of my broth
ers povert). for he was ever proud.
even In' misfortune A small world.
after all. Is It not. caballeros Fear
not now, for your safety. Juan Torre-
jon would not see you Injured, or
abused As to me aocumenis, now
ever I fear that I raustrelieve you of
them My word Is passed" to the gen
tlemen with the unpronounceable
names, and I cannot forego the fortune
I expect to gain. StllL we will talk
further on the morrow. Will you
men give me your word of honor that
you will not destroy the ,EstcraI mis
sives during the night? ir so. you snail
have a hut to yourselves and every
comfort possible Hajre I your word
as to the papers'"

I suppose wc might as .well give it "x
said Brockett "Tell him. Ramon, that
we will not tear thera up. eat them or
otherwise annihilate them, and let It go
at that wo can argue more
deeplj on tlvef subject YYe are tired
now, disgusted with life in general, and
In need ot sleep."

"So Jet It be." assented Torrejon. "i
accept your word. Who knows my
friends, but that you. as wen as i. can
Induce these foreign gentlemen to bid
more vigorously against each other to
morrow Ah. yes Just as incidental.
friends I have heard much of your great
prowess in the Gringo a game of base-bal-L

It is the sport of my camp YYe

play it at all leisure hours but I fear,
we play It very badly The gentlemen
of unpronounceable names do not come
till afternoon. YYill you not during tha
morning, give us valuable Instruction in
me game ot oascoau- - jc mil. usurv

ou. be a glorious favor."
Despite the misery of their situation

and the apparent overthrow ot all their
plans, the boys could not restrain their
laughter This brigand, this land pirate,
this desperado, who, on the morrow,
might wreck the future of great nations,
asked for Instruction In the diamond
game' They could not keep- - from laug-
hterand erven as they laughed Brockett
vary soul thrilled with the flash of sud-

den inspiration.
lYes. yes." he panted. "Tell htm. Ra-

tion that we will be right with him in
the morning, and that we will do our
best to teach him what little ot the gams
wo know,"

(TO BE CONTINUED

HEWSPAPEE TOE BEGGAES.

World's Most Curious Publication
Published In Paris.

Perhaps the most curious newspaper
printed In the world has begun a semi-

annual publication in Paris. It is called
the Mendicants Journal, and Is. pre-

sumably. Intended for restricted clrcula.
tlon among tho beggar class. The gov-

ernment however, tnay take steps to
suppress it The newspaper- - offers to
supply lists cf centers where begging
may be pursued most profitably with
sit,m of Dersons who may be approached.
Particular facilities for obtaining cos-

tumes suitable for cold weather beggary
. hinted at Also a beggar well recom
mended may obtain at the bureau ot in-

formation, of the paper a list or Impor-
tant weddings, baptisms., burials, and

- of social functions together with
servants who may be "worked." Dates

hih raVit or other offlclaL visitors
arer xxikcted' Jn Paris will also be sup
plied ml aavanor n oayjncai ot a ice,
iM. in 3m 'according to the

fstandtnc of the beggar Jn his trade and
the position he must consent to oecupj-- .

as of the cocaine
cuest, i y ,

Always.
From Pack

YVlllis Didiyou know that the. mine we
thought was- no good. Juts'' yielded nine
millions In tle past two months?

GUlts Who says so? Our company?
Willis No. the lirospectus ot the com-

pany- that Is promoting the mine next to
ours.

Trras; Ever. Thus.
Frest fuck.

The Big One YVe can't dictate to the
public: we must cater to them.

J The Little bne- -I say dictatH

ft


